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Paul’s Letter to the Colossians Orlandonians: Agonizing for Others Colossians 1:24-2:5 by Andy 
McDonald 
 

Today is our 8th Sabbath of not gathering together physically but rather only gathering together 
virtually.  At first figuring out how to share in a worship together as a corporate body separated by 
physical distance was a unique challenge.  Here at Wholelife Church we are always up for something 
new, change, even demanded change sort of gets us revved up. Challenges awaken creativity. So we 
went to work. 

Our philosophy for our internet uplinked services has always been that through this medium we 
would allow people, members or guests, to sort of sneak into our services.  I’ve been adamant that we 
not “Produce” a worship show.  That we are not producing a program for consumption but rather that we 
are, through the amazing vehicle of technology, simply allowing people to join us in worship.  It is like 
the cameras are the viewers eyes and the audio their ears here with us as we worship.  

So during this time, however long it lasts, I know I value most when  I hear of people watching 
and hearing and participating in our service with others. Last week as we watched church our son and 
his family were with us and it was a better experience because it was shared.  So whether your family 
gathers to watch, or whether you are joining on some facebook watch party, especially in these times of 
social distancing I hope you can worship with a sense of connectedness. 

Maybe as you participate at a distance from our physical building you have some insights on 
what might make it better. Please share those ideas.  You can email the church or email me 
andy@wholelife.church We are in new times and we need all of our collective brain power to manage 
best our current worship experience.  

We don’t know how long this will continue but already are realizing that there are demands in 
creating these services that may demand some additional contracted workers so if you’d like to send a 
gift to Wholelife Church this is an area we want to make sure and underwrite.  

Before we move into today’s message from Colossians 1:24-2:5 let me give you a quick update 
from our first two weeks.  

As we began our journey through Colossians we immediately encountered the Gospel, which 
means good news, and the good news is the truth about God’s great kindness towards sinners.  

We were reminded that this good news changes lives. For those of you who are followers of 
Jesus you know what so often happens.  We hear the good news that Jesus saves us, that his grace is 
sufficient and given to us as free gift. That Jesus offers us the brim full bucket of his righteousness as 
our own, and the immediate sense is one of lightness and amazement at this gift.    

But often either we ourselves or some well meaning spiritual do gooder, says or implies that 
Jesus full bucket isn’t enough that we must add something to it.  And unfortunately when we try and add 
to his full gift, whatever we try and add to his bucket simply sloshes out some Jesus, displaces part of his 
amazing grace. 

Paul ended that section of his letter, “So I pray that you will be strengthened with all power so 
that you will be filled with joy, as well as endurance and patience.” Endurance, patience, and joy are 
certainly three things we can welcome as we go through these challenging days.  

Last week we enjoyed Colossians 1:15-23 one of the greatest passages in all of scripture, where 
we were reminded that God has reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in 
heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.” 

And this includes us. 
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Getting right with God isn’t our work, IN CHRIST we are right with God because quite apart 
from anything we did, are doing, or will do God through Christ reconciled all things to himself.  

Because of Christ’s reconciling work for us we can live Biblically.  The Biblical Vision is that 
the future is better than either the past or the present.  God always calls us from the future.  The best is 
yet to be.  

Gordon Cosby’s teaching that life gets better and better and harder and harder sets us up well for 
our passage today. Colossian 1:24 Paul writes: “I am glad when I suffer for you in my body.” Some 
translations have it, “I rejoice in what was suffered for you!” 

While the best is yet to be there will be suffering along the way. Paul writes these words to the 
people in Colossae from his prison cell. His journey will be from a more loose prison more like house 
arrest, to eventual tough prison, to eventual death.    

But in his suffering, how he manages it, why it is happening, his reaction to it, Paul is 
demonstrating to the world just how important the message is and how much God values each person 
who needs to hear the good news, that the deliverer of that good news is willing to suffer to bring it.  

Paul knew suffering.  To the Corinthians he wrote “Five times I received form the Jews the forty 
lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, 
I spent a night and a day in the open sea. … for Christ’s sake I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in  
hardships, I persecutions in difficulties.  For when I am weak, them I am strong.” 2 Cor 11&12 

It is easy for us to see suffering as bad and not suffering as good.  Right now our world is filled 
with suffering.  There are those who suffer the loss of someone they love whom this virus came and has 
taken from them, and they are suffering.  There are those in the throes of the virus fighting it and the 
physical suffering it brings. There are those who are well that stand beside sick loved ones, and suffer 
vicariously and also suffer their own inadequacies to help. There are people suffering economic 
instability, concerns over food, worried about bills, suffering the feelings of insufficiency.  

Why wouldn’t we just see suffering as bad?  Paul could say it isn’t just bad.  He saw the 
weakness of suffering causing him to be strong in Jesus. Maybe the very best benefit of suffering is that 
it has the potential to drive us away from our idols of self-reliance and self-sufficiency.  

I was listening to Timothy Keller talk about the aftermath of 9/11 in New York City where he 
lives.  He remembers that for a short window there was a recognition that we aren’t in charge.  How that 
especially in our western civilization we see adequacy, and self-reliance and being in control as the 
norm. We want to control because we find comfort there.   

But our seeking comfort through control and dependence on our self-reliance really just turns us 
into our own little diminutive gods.  

On the other hand when suffering comes, when something like a pandemic arrives at our doors, 
all our hopes and plans and confidence in the idol gods of self-reliance come crashing down and maybe 
just maybe we turn to the real God.  
 Paul is happy to suffer because he is experiencing suffering to demonstrate that both God’s 
message of grace, and the people to whom he is writing are worth the suffering.  
 Like the indigenous missionary.  Bare foot. Traveling light. Came to a village but they didn’t 
want to hear his message. Further he trekked and another village rejected him. At the third village the 
same results. He went into the are just outside the village and went to sleep under a tree.  When he woke 
up he was surrounded by the people from the village.  They said that they had reconsidered.  They 
noticed his badly blistered feet and decided that what he had to say must be very important for him to be 
willing to suffer so to bring it to them and they wanted to hear what he had to say.   
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Paul says that he became a servant by the commission of God to present to you the word of God 
in its fullness.  

We have already heard and will hear again Paul use this term fullness.  Remember the heresy 
was that Jesus wasn’t quite enough, that there’s this little extra secret knowledge you need to be perfect.  

Paul is clear.  He is sharing the word of God in its fullness.  It is an amazing mystery hidden for 
ages and generations but now disclosed to the saints and through Paul to the Gentiles and here is the 
glorious riches of this mystery, “CHRIST IN YOU THE HOPE OF GLORY!”  

There was struggle for hope in Colossae.  Their city wasn’t on the rise but the decline.  They 
wanted good news.   They were delving into mysteries, and secret knowledge in search of hope.  
Another place of potential hope was the rising new leader of the Roman Empire, young brilliant 
charismatic charming, Nero, in whom, at least the Christians of the empire would find only suffering 
and no hope.  

Paul is calling the Colossians and us today to abandon any idol of self-reliance, any idol of 
control, any idol of comfort any idol of safety and choose to allow the mystery hidden for ages to 
become the life changing, circumstance reimagining, truth revealing reality, only true place of safety to 
become ours, Christ in you the hope of glory. 

Paul says he proclaims Jesus, and teaches and admonishes so that we may present everyone 
perfect in Christ.  Not perfect in our obedience.  Not perfect in our performance.  Not perfect in our 
doctrine. Not perfect in our anything, but everyone can be perfect in Christ, the only perfect one! 

Part of the disequilibrium we feel these days is because the pandemic has reminded us that we 
are insufficient.   That as sure as we are in good times, that we are in control, these bad times, one little 
invisible virus, has crippled our world, rendered our best science inadqueate, dumbed us down where 
our only solution so far is social distancing.  We thought we were all that and then some but now???   

Some were sure that the great mystery that had been revealed to them was how to invest their 
401 whatever but now that hope has been depreciated.  

The greater our trust was in our work, our resources, our going and doing, our social circles, our 
economics the greater our suffering may be right now and one of the questions we must ask ourselves is 
will we allow this to awaken us, awaken us to the only source of real security, or will we just wait it out 
and when we arrive at whatever new normal looks like, quickly return to our self-reliant idols? 

And maybe the greater question for those who claim to be followers of Jesus is how much do I 
care? How much do I care about the follower of Jesus who is struggling to add something to Jesus’ full 
bucket of perfect righteousness? How much do I care about the follower of Jesus who is sure we must 
have some secret inside knowledge or practice to make it into the kingdom? How much do we care 
about that friend, acquaintance, family member who isn’t connected to Jesus? How much do we care 
about the family without a job now, with dwindling savings, and emptying pantries? 

Paul writes 2:1 “I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for the church at 
Laodicea and for many who have never known me personally.” 

The word translated struggling in some versions here as agonized comes from the Greek word 
from which we get agony.  Paul has been praying for them but not some sweet little mention of them in 
prayer, but agonizing prayer.   

Who do you know, who do you care about enough to be willing to invest some of your life in 
agonizing pleading heartfelt prayer for their connection to Jesus Christ?  Paul isn’t agonizing for cousin 
George or one of the guys he used to make tents with.  These are people he’s never met.  
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What Paul wants for these Colossians is for them to be knit together by strong ties of love, and to have 
full confidence because they have complete understanding of God’s secret plan (which is now no secret) 
it is Christ himself.   

Feel like life is out of control? 
Feel like there are hidden answers to our troubles that can’t be found? 
Feel a little dumb in the face of the COVID-19 crisis? 
Feel like you don’t even know what you don’t know? 

 
Paul says Jesus Christ is the answer! 

“In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
Here’s a really doable during the pandemic. You can pray. Feeling antsy or bored, aggravated or 

unengaged. You can agonize and plead with God, not just for relief and healings, but that this time of 
unsettling may bring the kingdom of God into lives that wouldn’t even consider it while kneeling at their 
altars of the god of self-reliance.  

Let’s tie this back to last week.  
There’s really no point in praying if we don’t believe in the reality of redemption.  Oswald 

Chambers said, “True intercession involves bringing the person, or the circumstance that seems to be 
crashing in on you, before God, until you are changed by His attitude toward that person or 
circumstance.”   

Paul didn’t pray for the Colossians to get over some bad habits.  To get better jobs or have 
successful surgery and treatment. Rather he prayed for them to know Jesus Christ.  

This week I want to invite you to pick someone who doesn’t know Jesus Christ and pray for 
them like Paul prayed for the Colossians.  

Take our passage Colossians 1:24-2:5 and use some of Paul’s language and try some agonizing 
prayer that because of your engagement you may present everyone perfect in Christ. 

And this is possible because you believe our text from last week that God in Christ has 
reconciled all things to himself and that includes you and anyone for whom you choose to pray.   
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