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February 27, 2021 WholeLife Seventh-day Adventist Church, 2800 N Orange Ave Orlando, FL  Jesus 
Doesn’t Make Life Easy: Stored Treasure Matthew 6:19-24 by Andy McDonald 
 

Over these four weeks of February we have seen how Jesus doesn’t make life easy.  We may 
think we have our spiritual life together and that we are living within the limits of the instructions and 
then it’s like Jesus moves the boundary markers and the game shifts.  

With the original ten commandments we know there are some we might struggle with, but we 
had some level of satisfaction that we hadn’t messed up on the sixth one, we hadn’t murdered anyone.  
But Jesus says if we’ve been angry it’s the same judgement as for murder.  If we look with contempt on 
someone or disparage their character (even it was just a short post on face book or tiny tweet) we are in 
danger of the fires of hell.  

Maybe adultery had never been alluring. We thought we had that one in the bag but then Jesus 
talks about the look of idolatrous greed with a consumer mindset towards that which is meant to renew a 
covenantal promise. And we find ourselves at risk. 

And while we might not have been demanding eye for eye and tooth for tooth we recognize that 
we do like hitting back just a little harder, Getting sweet revenge and Jesus says that’s not your best life. 
It’s better to absorb insults, give up your rights, go the extra mile, and to give to the needy.  

Today’s text challenges us because it goes after a problem we readily see in others but are almost 
completely blind to in ourselves.  Sermons often get preached on this text when the church is trying to 
shake loose some dollars for some big project.  I’ve heard might have even given some guilt 
motivational sermons off this text.  You’ll recognize the words.  Don’t immediately shut them out as if 
they were meant for someone other than you.  Let God’s words speak to you. 

Matthew 6:19-24  “Do not store up for  yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasurers in heaven, where 
moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.  

The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But 
if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light within  you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness!  

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.” 

If I was wanting to use this text for fundraising purposes we’d talk about how large portfolios 
and big bank accounts are storing up treasure on earth.  We might work in some stories of the moths of 
hyper inflation or the devaluation.  And how if you keep it at home thieves might break in and steal.   

That really there’s only one safe place for your money and that would be to give it to the church 
and you will have treasure in heaven, a safe investment.  And there may be some secondary teaching or 
application that could be made from this text in that direction.  But this isn’t the primary message. 
The simplest literal translation of this verse would read like this: 
“Don’t treasure earthly treasures. But treasure heavenly treasure.” 

Each of these admonitions gives some back up reasoning:  Don’t treasure earthly treasure, where 
moth and rust corrupt and where thieves break through and steal.   
And there’s pretty good reasoning to “treasure for yourselves treasure in heaven.  Where rust and moths 
won’t corrupt and no thieves break through and steal.” 

And Jesus just states a reality….Where your treasure is there your heart will be also.  Jesus just 
knows the brutal and noble reality that our heart chases our treasure and our treasure goes after our 
heart.  They stick together.   
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Do an audit of how you spend—invest--use your treasure and you’ll discover what has your 

heart.  And when something attracts or woos  your heart you spend treasure that direction.  
Jesus here is just laying down the axiom that where your treasure is there is where your heart will 

be.  And he doesn’t say it but he sort of does, we don’t live well with a divided heart. When we try and 
put our heart one place and our treasure another place we just don’t live well.  

Remember the whole sermon Jesus is giving, is to teach what life is like in his kingdom, how his 
followers live differently, qualitatively better,    

Jesus throws what feels like an almost out of place parenthetical couple of verses 22-23.  Here’s 
what he says: “They eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of 
light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light within you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness!”  

The King James says if the eye is single, NLT if the eye is clear, NIV if the eyes are good.  The 
word translated single, clear, good is the word in Greek for generous.  And the word for bad, “If your 
eyes are bad.” Is the word for grudging, or ungenerous, penurious, stingy. 

Now it makes a little more  sense. Try on the Andy McDonald paraphrase.  We all have two 
different ways of seeing things.  If we have a generous eye our whole being will be filled with light and 
if we have an ungenerous grudging eye our whole being will be filled with darkness.  And this 
ungenerous way of viewing the world can turn even the light we had into great darkness.  

How are your eyes?  Do you look at people and situations and opportunities, and behaviors with 
a generous eye that brings light?  Or do you look at people and situations and opportunities, and 
behaviors with an ungenerous stinginess of grace eye towards others? 

I want us to go back to treasure, to money.  In a companion text in Luke 12:15 Jesus says, 
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a person’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of their possessions.” 

I don’t know what it is about greed but it seems to be one of those sins that make us blind to it. 
Oh we can see it in others but there’s something about greed that when you look in the mirror it hides 
itself chameleon like, to our eyes it’s just not there.  

In all my years of ministry I’ve had people make appoints and come by and confess all kinds of 
stuff, some pretty serious and out there failures.  But no one has ever come by and said, “ I need to talk 
to you because I’m greedy!”  Greed is one of the famous 7 deadly sins and I’m pretty convinced that 
part of its stealth and dangerous deadliness is it’s ability to hide itself in us from us. 

We are all pretty sure this isn’t one of our problems.  I mean we know we have problems but at 
least we aren’t greedy!  I don’t know.  

Greed is weird. It blinds us or shuts us down from asking ourselves hard questions. Questions 
like “Who am I accountable to for how I spend my money?  Did I take the job I’m in because I really 
love it and believe in it’s cause or was it really for the money? Do I need to spend the amount I do on 
clothes, restaurants, my apartment or home? Am I saving for a rainy day or am I hording thinking 
money will keep me safe?  Is my security in money and material things? Do I imagine that more money 
makes me more significant? 

These are questions that greed doesn’t want asked, but they are questions Jesus followers need to 
be asking on their way to live kingdom life. And especially if you are a professional person in this 
country. 

Approximately 70% of the wealth of the world resides  in about 5% of world population which is 
pretty much the USA, and if you are a professional you are in the top  20% of that 5% of the most 
wealthy . 
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We compare ourselves to millionaires or billionaires and don’t think we are that well off.  But 
professionals in USA are in the top 20% of the top 5% in the world.  
  In that light who among us would dare to say I’m doing good I couldn’t give more away. We 
won’t even think of the possibility that we are greedy!!  Why does money and materialism have that 
power over us? 

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.” 
The power of a bad eye, an ungenerous stingy eye, is it makes us walk in the dark. 

We may imagine that money material things and treasure will provide us with significance. That is a 
walk in the dark.  We even begin to stratify people into and almost caste society based upon economics.  
We look down on people who make less than us and we look with envy on those who make more.  Our 
whole measure of significance is messed up. 

We may imagine that treasure will give us control but there are so many problems that can come 
our way that treasure can’t solve.  And the moth of inflation can snatch away whatever modicum of 
control we thought we had.  

We may believe that treasure will make us secure.  We put trust for safety and security in our 
treasure. 

A couple of girls were attending a Christian College and there they gave their hearts to Jesus.  
And they decided they wanted to leave college and go be missionaries.  They went home and told their 
parents who rolled their eyes but didn’t deny them their dream.  They just said to the girls that they need 
to have some security before going. They should go but should wait until they have their masters degree.  
Have had some work experience,  And have built up some savings.  The girls returned to college and 
told their professor what their parents had said and asked him what he thought. 

He said, “Well we’re living on a little rock hurdling through space.  And at some future time all 
of us will reach a point where a little trap door opens under our feet and we fall off this little rock. And 
below us are either the everlasting arms of our savior or nothing.  And do you think a masters is going to 
bring you security?  

Jesus’ teaching is really straight forward: Do not treasure earthly treasure, but treasure heavenly 
treasure.  What is heavenly treasure? 

I believe his teaching is clear here and that ultimately heavenly treasure is God himself.  
I believe what Jesus is teaching here is clear anti idolatry teaching.  

He talks about it in reference to treasure and money because of all forms of idolatry this one of greed, of 
treasuring earthly treasure is the most subtle and it has a unique ability to hide itself. It blinds us to our 
own reality.  

Jesus wraps up this teaching in vs 24. There can only be one top thing.  The word priority came 
into the English language in the 1400’s.  It was a singular word and it meant the very first or prior thing. 
It was only in the 1900’s that we pluralized it and started talking about priorities. Greg McKeown 
writes: Illogically, we reasoned that by changing the word we could bend reality. Somehow we would 
now be able to have multiple “first” things. 

Jesus simply is saying you can’t have two first things. Here are his words: No one can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  

Let’s un-nice the translation and get more literal.  You cannot be a slave to both God and Money.  
A slave has no rights.  No time is the slaves own time.  No resources are the slaves resources.  
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And when you and I treasure anything other than God at the apex of all, we are storing up earthly 
treasure.  It will crumble.  It will be invaded. It won’t stand the test of time.  And when we have God as 
our master and relate to him as his having say over all of our life, we are treasuring heavenly treasure. 

When you treasure something, and we all have things we treasure, we’re saying to ourselves “if I 
have that (whatever would describe the treasure we seek) all the work effort time investment and really 
all of life will be worth it if I can have the thing I treasure.  

And there is only one worthy of that kind of treasuring.   
 

Jesus left the comforts and adoration of heaven and came to this earth because what he treasured 
the oneness of his father and the spirit and all they created and that includes you.  Jesus was willing to 
come here and retrace the steps where Adam fell. Willing to come and reconcile all things to the Father.  
Jesus said, if I do this,if I can save them, if I can transform them,  if they can be once again in oneness 
with Father Son and Holy Spirit, in total oneness with us for all eternity, then whatever I have to go 
through, even if it means going to hell itself, it will all be worth it because I treasure oneness with my 
people.  Jesus treasures the unity of the trinity life that has been interrupted and broken by sin and he has 
set things right. 

And he says to us don’t treasure earthly treasure, but treasure heavenly treasure. Make Jesus your 
treasure. If you do you will be free from the tyranny of money and materialism as your master and you 
will be able to love rich people into a lifelong friendship with God because you no longer envy them, 
and you will be able to love poor people into a lifelong friendship with God because you don’t look 
down on them.  

And when you are treasuring Jesus, laying up treasure in heaven, clear you only have one master 
and it isn’t money,  you will be giving your money away joyfully deliberately happily. 
 

Treasure Jesus and you are laying up treasure in heaven. 
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What do you think about this series “Jesus Doesn’t Make Life 
Easy”?  
 
Of the four-murder, adultery, payback, and treasure which one 
most easily plagues you?  
 
In your life what have you thought about Jesus counsel “Do not 
store up treasure on earth”? 
 
How did today’s message affect your thinking about storing up 
some treasure for a rainy day? 
 
What is something you rightfully treasure that could compete 
with treasuring God? 
 
How can you practice not treasuring earthly but instead 
treasuring the heavenly? 
 
How easy is it for you to engage with Jesus re-working what we 
may think of as a rule to a larger principle to follow? 
 
What treasure in your personal life might need to be re-valued to 
maintain clarity that you have only one master in God? 
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